
Hello!
My name’s Dan and I’m a Graphic Designer 
currently living in West Sussex. I am hugely 
passionate about design and always looking 
for new challenges.

It would be great if you could spare a few 
minutes to look through this portfolio taster, 
which is a small cross section of my work. 
Please get in touch on the email below if 
you would like to see anything in particular 
or have any questions on my designs.

Thank you 

hello@danmackey.co.uk

www.danmackey.co.uk



Royal  
Papercraft

To coincide with the Royal Wedding in 2011, 
I created a free piece of DIY merchandise to 
counter all the poorly designed souveniers that 
were flooding the shops at the time.

Getting up to 500 hits a day and also being 
showcased in the Daily Mail’s Top 5 Royal 
Wedding souveniers, it is probably the work I 
am most proud of. 

As a follow up, this year I created a paper vase 
to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee.
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Childrens Book  
Design

In collaboration with my sister who works 
as a Primary School Teacher, I designed and 
manufactured a ‘read aloud’ childrens book. 

With a brilliant story to work with that lends 
itself perfectly to playful typography, I wanted 
to make something that was easy to read but 
visually great for both children and adults. The 
minimalistic design shows off the creative 
illustrations and highlights the fun ‘silly voices’ 
element to the book.
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Branding &  
Web

During my time as a marketing designer at 
construction company Rydon, my strengths at 
creating strong and fresh brand identities were 
utilised. 

I played a leading role bringing both ‘Rydon’ 
and a subsidiary ‘Ryhurst’ up-to-date with major 
rebrands. 

Though it was challenging creating something 
that was both fresh and that remained loyal to 
the history of the long established company, I 
worked hard to produce something I was proud 
to submit. My designs are now currently used in 
all the marketing material for Ryhurst and is being 
rolled out for larger company Rydon, including 
their entire fleet range.
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Web design to match 
new re-brand style  
- ryhust.co.uk
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Logo &  
Identity
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Branding and identity design is something I 
enjoy the challenge of and list as my biggest 
strength. Summing up a brand in a typeface, 
colour and logo is often a priviledge and 
stretches my creativity. 

This collection of logos represent brands or 
designs I have worked on with clients. Some I 
was given full reign on conception and others 
had strict design guidelines to follow.



Poster  
Design

THIN IS IN

I have always enjoyed creating stand 
alone posters that that tell their message 
in one view. Often inspired by typography 
and use of colour, I have been asked to 
produce posters for work, friends, family 
and various briefs in the past.

Paper stock is important to me and I 
always carefully pick which is right for 
whatever I am printing and so have built 
up a strong knowledge (and a mountain 
of samples).
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e n d l e s s e n j o ym e n t
Enjoy the best of both 
worlds
Lewes is an important and well placed transport hub, its 
main line railway station providing fast links to London 
Victoria (1h 7mins), Gatwick Airport (33mins), Brighton 
(13mins) and connections across the south coast. The 
town runs adjacent to the A27 road, running between 
Eastbourne and Portsmouth, offering fast road links to 
the A23/M23 London to Brighton corridor.

The town has a sought-after range of educational 
facilities, both independent and state-run, with Ofsted 
‘Outstanding’ and ‘Good’ rated schools all within easy 
reach. A college of further education provides A-Level, 
GCSE and vocational qualifications. The University of 
Sussex and the University of Brighton are close by in 
neighbouring Brighton.

Lewes has built a reputation as a hive of cultural 
activity, with a range of contemporary and traditional 
art galleries, dance schools, regular comedy nights, 
a leisure centre as well as the new Brighton and Hove 
Albion AMEX stadium, less than five miles away. Regular 
gigs are aplenty at its character pubs, many of which 
serve the famous Harvey’s of Lewes ale, brewed in 
town in the county’s oldest independent brewery. The 
internationally renowned Glyndebourne opera house is 
also just four miles away.  

Photographs of the Lewes area are indicative only

Brochures & 
Layouts
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Throughout my time as a designer, 
layout skills and attention to detail has 
been key to successful outcomes.  
 
I have produced magazine and 
newspaper adverts, bespoke high 
quality brochures, interactive flash 
brochures and Facebook fan pages. The 
mix of designing for digital and print 
has helped my understanding of both 
mediums and the differences needed to 
come back with happy clients. 

KATHRyN fLETT:  
JOURNALISM IN THE UK “I’ve had some 

extraordinary experiences 
in the course of my 
      professional life...”

KATHRyN fLETT:  
JOURNALISM IN THE UK
i-studentadvisor discusses working in journalism with successful journalist, 
broadcaster and author Kathryn Flett.

Kathryn lives in southeast England and has 
been a journalist for 25 years. She is currently 
a monthly columnist at She magazine 
and writes freelance for newspapers and 
magazines. She has also written a book, 
The Heart-Shaped Bullet, and appeared on 
television. 

Surprisingly, Kathryn didn’t consider 
journalism as a career until quite late: “I 
didn’t really have any sense of journalism, 
despite always loving magazines and papers 
and consuming it. For some reason I wasn’t 
steered at school; nobody flagged up 
journalism as a potential career.” It was only 
when, through a lucky break, she landed a 
reception job at fashion magazine i-D that 
she began to realise she wanted to be a 
journalist: “I turned up there to answer the 
phones, became completely fascinated by 
the process of what was going on around me 
and wished I could be involved.”
 
i-D’s creator, Terry Jones, then promoted her 
to journalist because, he told her: “You’re 
always scribbling stuff and it’s not phone 
messages. I want to know what you’re 
scribbling.” Then, in 1987, she was offered 
a job at British fashion and culture magazine 
The Face, created by Nick Logan (former 
editor of NME and creator of Smash Hits), 
where she eventually became editor of both 
Features and Fashion. 

At the age of 27, Kathryn started working 
on the first British men’s magazine, Arena, 

and also launched the still-running fashion 
magazine Arena Homme Plus. During this 
time she was awarded the ‘International 
Magazine of the Year Award’ at the coveted 
PPA Awards. It was on the back of this that 
she was offered the Editor position at The 
Observer’s Sunday magazine, Life.

Kathryn ended up working for The Observer 
for fifteen years, until last year, in a variety of 
roles including editor, columnist, restaurant 
critic and television critic. She’s now 
working as a freelance journalist, writing for 
publications such as Grazia, The Sunday Times 
and the Radio Times. 

Kathryn didn’t study journalism at university, 
but feels it may have been useful for learning 
some basic skills: “I literally learnt on the job. I 
just thought ‘how do you do this?’ and I kind 
of winged it.” But she also believes experience 
is important: “You can have all the theory you 
like, but it’s only when you’re actually doing a 
job that you know what it entails.”

Here are Kathryn’s thoughts on…

Editing vs. writing
“I enjoy the cut and thrust [of editing] and 
the decision-making. What I love most is the 
teamwork, because there is no way around 
the fact that writing for a living is a lonely 
existence. You’re in your head a lot of the 
time and sometimes your head gets a bit 
bored, so I miss that ideas generation and 
collaborative process.“
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London Victoria 
from 42 mins*

Borough Green & Wrotham

Otford

Swanley

Bromley South

London Victoria

Ashford International 
from 39 mins*

Borough Green & Wrotham

West Malling

Maidstone East

Bearsted 

Ashford International 

Grange Road, St Mary’s Platt, 
Kent, TN15 8JY

* Train details and times quoted in this brochure are taken from National Rail Enquiries and are correct at time of going to print.

Location 
Sevenoaks town centre: 7.8 miles  (13 minutes)

West Malling: 4.1 miles  (8 minutes)

Maidstone: 10.6 miles  (16 minutes)
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for further information... 
please call 01342 827688 or visit 

our website www.rydonhomes.co.uk

Also stay updated on Twitter @Rydonhomes
Distances and times are approximate. Taken from google.co.uk
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Ideally positioned in St Mary’s Platt, The Willows offers a 
superb collection of eight traditionally designed homes.  Each 
home within this select development has been designed and 
specified to Rydon Home’s exacting standards.

Shopping
Locally, within a short walk of The Willows, the village itself offers all the 
local amenities one would need on a daily basis. The much sought-after 
commuter town of Sevenoaks, is a short drive away and offers many well-
known names like Phase 8 and Laura Ashley standing alongside many 
local, independent shops and speciality food stores plus Waitrose and 
Marks & Spencer. West Malling is also a short distance with a variety of 
shops and boutiques to browse, whilst the larger town of Maidstone, only 
14 miles away, offers more mainstream stores, restaurants and specialist 
stores.

Leisure & Culture
Locally, within a short walk of The Willows, the village itself offers a 
number of local amenities and its own village inn. The much sought-after 
commuter town of Sevenoaks, is a short drive away and offers many well-
known names like Phase 8 and Laura Ashley standing alongside many 
local, independent shops and speciality food stores plus Waitrose and 
Marks & Spencer. West Malling is also a short distance with a variety of 
shops and boutiques to browse, whilst the larger town of Maidstone, only 
14 miles away, offers more mainstream stores, restaurants and specialist 
stores. 

Spend a day at Great Comp Gardens and stroll around the 7 acres 
of beautiful gardens which surround an early 17th Century Manor. The 
gardens consist of rare shrubs, perennials and other hardy and half 
hardy plants, a true Kent treasure and gardeners paradise. 

There are many more places to visit in and around Sevenoaks including 
the National Trust’s Knole Park mansion. With 1,000 acres of outstanding 
parkland and provides the perfect backdrop to its challenging ‘Knole’ 
golf course. 

Outdoor Pursuits
Enjoy leisurely walks in the surrounding countryside through open fields, 
country lanes and public footpaths. For the golf enthusiast, you have a 
number of reputable clubs nearby including Wrotham and Knole golf 
clubs; both offer a great experience for all levels of golfing ability.

If it is cricket that you prefer, there are a number of clubs in the Sevenoaks 
area which is not surprising since Sevenoaks is home to the Vine Cricket 
Ground, one of the oldest cricket grounds in England. 

Schools
The area is very well served with a great local primary school just minutes 
away. For secondary education, you will find state and private schools 
in nearby Sevenoaks and Maidstone, with both being served by regular 
public transport.

Transport
St Mary’s Platt is situated in a prime position, just 3 miles from the M26 
which links to the M20 and beyond. Whilst Borough Green & Wrotham 
train station is less than a mile away providing services to London 
Victoria in 42 minutes*. For travel slightly further afield, Gatwick airport 
and Ashford International are just 28 and 30 miles away respectively – 
perfect for the impromptu getaway.

*Times taken from nationalrailenquiries.co.uk and Google.co.uk
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